
Social Vulnerability 
Indicators of vulnerability—such as disability, age, poverty, and minority race and ethnicity—
often overlap spatially and often in the geographically most vulnerable locations. Detailed 
spatial analysis to locate areas where there are higher concentrations of vulnerable 
community members would help to extend focused public outreach and education to these 
most vulnerable citizens.  

Research has shown that people living near or below the poverty line, the elderly, the 
disabled, women, children, ethnic minorities and renters all experience, to some degree, 
more severe effects from disasters than the general population. These vulnerable 
populations may vary from the general population in risk perception, living conditions, access 
to information before, during and after a hazard event, capabilities during an event, and 
access to resources for post-disaster recovery.  
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Grays Harbor County Social Distribution 
The following maps illustrate the various components which must be taken into 
consideration when planning for disaster response.  The impact of a disaster effects each 
person differently, based, in part, of their level of preparedness.  For instance, families or 
individuals in poverty level are less likely to have excess food, water and medications 
stored.  Individuals who have limited transportation may be restricted not only to the 
types and locations of jobs which they can get, but also may be limited in their ability to 
evacuate if no transportation is available.  Housing itself is impacted because in many 
instances, rental houses are older, and may not built to the higher codes.  Non-English 
speaking households may not understand warnings, or may not understand media 
publications and outreach efforts which discuss preparedness efforts.  Individuals with 
disabilities may have impairments which restrict their ability to hear or see warnings, or 
may impact their abilities to evacuate.  Younger and older populations may be reliant on 
others for assistance, impeding their abilities to not only evacuate, but also care for 
themselves after a disaster occurs.  All of these factors place additional stress on limited 
public safety personnel who are already spread thin during disaster incidents. Grays 
Harbor County and its planning partners have taken many proactive steps to provide 
assistance to the county’s citizens as a whole, providing education and outreach tools and 
information to help enhance resilience and reduce impact to the population as a whole.  

Older and younger populations may 
require additional assistance during 
disaster incident, reliant on caregivers, or 
might be less able to provide such care 
during a crisis, finding the magnitude of 
the task of providing that care beyond 
their capability. Evacuation may be 
difficult due to physical limitations. 
 

Map 1 - Grays Harbor County Population 5 and Younger 
Map 2 - Grays Harbor County Population 65 and Over 

Map 3 (left) Illustrates the distribution of population with 
limited English speaking households. During emergencies, 
real-time evacuation information may not be provided to 
people with limited English proficiency, the hearing and 
visually impaired, and other special needs group.  
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Maps 1 and 2 illustrate the age 
populations of 5 years and 
younger, and 65 years and older, 
respectively. 

Map 3 - Grays Harbor County Population with Limited 
English Speaking Households 

Map 6 - Grays Harbor County Census Track Population 
Distribution by additional Social-Impact Criterial Map 5 - Grays Harbor County Unemployment Rate Map 4 - Grays Harbor County Population with Disabilities 

Map 4 (left) identifies 
the population with 
some form of 
disability, to include:  
sight, hearing, 
mobility, cognitive, 
etc. Real-time 
evacuation 
information may not 
be accessible to all 
people with limited 
hearing and visually 
impaired, and other 
special needs group.  

Maps 5 and 6 (below) Illustrate the distribution of population 
impacted by economic influences, which can impact the level 
of disaster preparedness, or response activities due to limited 
available resources on the part of not only the individuals or 
families, but also reducing the tax base within the jurisdiction.  


